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EING appointed by the Lords of 
the Admiralty, on the 20th of Fuly, 
1745, Maſter Cooper of the Victual- 
ling-Office, I immediately attended 

my Duty: And, on the 26th, the V—Il—g- 

B—d was pleaſed (without my Knowledge or 
Conſent) to appoint me a Foreman. 


* And I have Reaſon to believe, that this Man 


was made Choice of purpoſely to perplex and 
obſtru&t me in the Exerciſe of * Day, as will 
evidently appear in the Sequel, by the moſt par- 
tial Proceedings that ever were practiſed by aB—d. 
That this Foreman ſo appointed proved a very 
bad Man: That it was his conſtant Practice to 
contradict and diſobey my Orders, by which 
Means his Majeſty's Service was frequently ob- 
ſtructed and retarded: The wilful Waſte, and 
B malicious 


At the Time of Mr. Moores Admiſſion into his 
Office he was greatly oppoſed by ſome Gentlemen of the 
V—ll--g-B—4, which may be the Reaſon why they gave 
him ſuch Diſturbance ever afterwards ; all which was the 
Effect of Prejudice. 
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malicious Ec 


and encouraging his Servants to embezzle the 
King's Stores, by agreeing to pay them a cer- 


as it appeared by the Confeſſion of Jahn Cook, 
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under, in having a 


the ſame; Time, it was required of me to anſwer 
”.. Miſdeeds: Therefore I remonſtrated to 
the B—d, that it would be better for me, and 
the Service too, to have no Foreman, than ſuch 
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of his Majeſty's Stores, in 
my Abſence, becauſe he knew I, as Storekeeper, 
was accountable for thoſe Stores: His inſtructin 


tain Price for ſuch Stores as were clandeſtine- 
ly conyeyed out of the V—ll—g-O—e by them; 


(his Apprentice) whom I detected in the Fact, and 
found the Goods upon him; which Facts were 
likewife corroborated by the Teſtimony of Robert 
Grove, before the V—II—g-B—d: All this is 
ſo well known, that the Truth thereof can be 
proved by Clouds of Witneſſes, 

And it is no leſs notorious, 'that I have many 
Times complained, not only in Writing, but 
likewiſe by verbal Avglications to the V—ll—g 


B—d, of the baſe and 0 4 Practices of 


my Foreman; Getting © orth the Hardſhips I was 


an foiſted upon me that 
J could put no Truſt or Confidence in; yet, at 


a one as he proved to be; but I could have no 
Redreſs. For on the gth of November, 1745, 
late at Night, I received a Letter from Mr. Secre- 


| tary Felbam, which i 18 a$ followeth : 


Jictualing Off, Nov. 9, 1745, 2 an 
Haur paſt 10% Night. 


CCC 1 
* Orders being arrived for ſupplying a fuffi- 


oy cient Numer of Tranſports, for three Thau- 
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<« fd Horſe, with Water, St. I am com- 
< manded by the Board to direct you, without 
„ Laſs of: Timè, to cauſe a ſufficient Number of 
% Butts to be got ready for that Service, and 
that the People work Night and Day for that 


0 Purpoſe.” . 
1 aw, $1 R, 
Nur humble Servant, 
HEN. PELHAM. 


In Obedience to this Direction, I fet the 
Coopers to work immediately; and the next 
Morning, having very few Butts in the Office, 
J went to the Town Coopers that were under 
Contract, and ordered them to fend in their Butti 
with all poſſible Expedition. On the 11th of 
November | received the B- d's Orders to get 
1000 Butts ready; and I had taken the neceſſary 
Meaſures that all that was poſſible might be done, 
that the Service at that critical ſuncture might not 
be hindered: But the Actions of my Foreman, at 
a Time when the Fate of the Nation, in a great 
Meafure, depended on the Diſpatch given at the 
V—I|--g-O—e, favoured ſo much of Diſaffec- 
tion, that, had he been an Agent for the Pre- 
tender, he could not more effectually ſerve him; 
for he did all that was in his Power, at that 
Time, to retard the Service; by refuſing (un- 
known to me) to receive any Butts from the Con- 
tractors, and ordering them to ſend no more into 
the Office, for he would not receive tiem; the 
Conſequence of which was, that on the 12th 
there was not a Butt to hoop in the Office. And, 


to ſhew that he would leave no Miſchief undone 
B2 that 
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that was in his Power to rp the very ſame Day I 
received the B—d's Orders to get 1000 Butts 
ready, he went round to every Cooper in the 


| Yard, and ordered them to leaye * off Hoop ping 3 


and, that they might pay a Regard to what he 
faid, threatened to lay a Fine upon every Man, of 
Half a Crown, that hooped a Butt after that 
Night; tho? my Orders were, they ſhould hoop 
Butts all the Week. 

Under theſe Difficulties I was obliged to uſe all 


the Diligence and Aſſiduity I was capable of, to 


revent the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a wicked 
8 | 

This I complained of to the V—II—g-B—d 
all this I manifeſtly proved ! but, to my great 
Surprize, I had the Mertification to hear myſelf 
called, by a C r at the Bd, an impudent 
Fellow: And my Foreman was not once blamed 
for all the villainous Practices he had been guilty 
of, tho? the Conſequence might have been no lets 
than overturning the beſt Conſtitution in the 
World! 

If your Honours would conſult the Caſuiſts, 
they will tell you, that whoever encourages, 
countenances, or connives at any Perſon in his 
Vices, becomes Partaker with him in his Crimes ; 
and thoſe Sins are very much aggravated, by how 
much thoſe Perſons have it in their Power to pre- 
vent the evil Conſequences thereof : And I 
humbly conceive, had I diſcovered and proved 
ſuch Enormities, at ſuch a Time, before any 
B—4 but a then V—ll—g-B—4, I ſhould have 
had Redreſs, and the Delinquent: would have been 
deſeryedly puniſhed. 


* More than 50 Coopers employed to | hoop, who were 
capable to hoop 500 Butts per Day, all were taken off their 
Work by the Foreman, 

B 2 I think, 


I think, from what has been ſaid, and my 
known Vigilance in ſo unhappy a Time * of 
Confuſion, it will appear to every candid and 
judicious Man, that, during the late wicked and 
unnatural Rebellion, I acted conſiſtently with the 
Duty of a faithful Servant to his Majcſty, a good 
Subject, and an honeſt Man: And therefore I 
humbly recommend to the Conſideration of this 
Bd ſome particular Services I have done the 
Crown 3 which, inſtead of procuring my Diſ- 
miſſion (as will be allowed by all good Sub- 
jects to his Majeſty and Lovers of their Country) 
ought to have eſtabliſhed me Maſter Cooper of 
the V—=ll—g-O—e, during Life. | 

Soon after I came into my Office, I diſcovered 
and prevented the pernicious Practice of ſeaſoning 
Caſks, for the Uſe of the Navy, with ſtinking 
and corrupt Water; with which the Seaſoning- 
Houſe Coppers were ſupplied out of the "great 
Ciſtern in the Yard, in which were conſtantly 

' ſoaking great Quantities of Hoops and Twigs, 

Sc. for the Ule of the Cooperidge, as appears by 

my Letter to the V—Il—g-B—d, of the gth of 

Auguſt, 1745. But this moſt abominable careleſs 

Practice, to ſay no worſe of it, had produced 

very bad Effects for ſeveral Years together; ſuch 

as the juſt and frequent Complaints of muſty 

Beer, bad Water, and damaged Proviſions; and 
the moſt dreadful Conſequences enſuing there- 
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1 * A Time of Confuſion indeed; a Time when two potent 
5 Enemies where at our Doors: At a Time when an inteſtine 
7 Commotion had entered into the very Bowels of the King- 
£ dom, and threatened Deſtruction to the Conſtitution, both 
5 in Church and State: At this Time of Confuſion the Author 


was called an impudent Fellow ! For what? For complain- 
ing of the evil Practices of his Foreman, and endeavouring, 
as much as in him lay, to prevent the ill Conſequences of 
ſach a wicked Diſobedience. „ 
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from, Sick neſſes in the Fleet: For if Caſks are Ga- 
ned with ſtinking hot Water, ſuch Water will 


penetrate and convey -its poiſonous Quality into the 


 - Subſtance of the Timber; and thoſe Caſks will 


retain that ſtinking and corrupt Infeftior ſo re- 
ceived, and, conſequently, the Proviſions they 
contain muſt be damaged thereby. 

Many were the Complaints, ſoon after 1 
was admitted into my Office, from Maſters of 
Tranſports, and likewiſe from Men of War, 
concerning the unaccountable Badneſs of their 
Water; particularly a Meſſage from the Captain of 


the Granado Sloop of War, Auguſt 31, 1745, com 
plaining their Water ſtunk ſo bad that it made 


the Meat ſtink they boiled in it; that the Ship's 


Crew had got d Flux; and that the Surgeon 
of the Ship imputed their Diſorder to the Badneſs 
of the Water. | 

Another Inſtance of the evil Quality that 
Caſks retain, when ſeaſoned with ſtinking and 
corrupt Water, appeared very evident : The Sally 


Tranſport, Jſazc Lane, Maſter, with ſeveral other 


Ships, be being freighted, about the Month of May, 
1745, from the V—II—g- Oe, with Proviſions 
for the Neft. Indies, but, miſſing their Convoy, 


put into Porsſmouth, where they lay many 


Months, in which Time a Diſcovery was made 
that the Provifions were bad: Complaint thereof 
being made, three Punchions of Beef were ſent up, 
by Order, to the V—II—g-O—e, as a Sample 
of the whole; and a Survey being had upon 
them, without being able to give any Account of 


the Cauſe, the Caſks being fall of Pickle, which 


was tainted and co „therefore the Bd came 
to this Concluſion, that there muft have been a 
very great Remiſſneſs in the Branch: And, tho? 


they could not account for the Cauſe, they _ 
or 
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for the Clerk of the Cutting · Houſe, and acquaint- 
ed him that the B—d was come to a Reſolution 
to ſuſpend him; but, upon his Remonſtrance, 
and afterwards reminding the B—d of my Letter 
of the gth of Auguſt, 1745, they altered their 
Purpoſe. ; 

But, wifely conſidering that a Complaint of that 
Nature required ſome Atonement, ſome Sacrifice 
muſt be offered up, to avert that Juſtice and 
Judgment that ſeemed to threaten the Guilty ; 
they therefore, very judiciouſly, diſmiſſed the four 
Pickle-Yard Coopers, who could not poſlibly 
knqw any Thing of the Matter! 

But I now poſitively aſſert the true Cauſe to 
be owing to the pernicious Quality of the Water 
with which thoſe Fleſh-Caſks were ſeaſoned, for 
the Caſks were full of Pickle, and, conſequeatly, 
being tight, could not receive any Infection from 
without; and, as the Pickle was tainted and cor- 
rupt, it muſt be occaſioned by thoſe infectious 
Effluvia's that thoſe Caſks retained, being ſeaſoned 
with ſuch putrified Water. 

All theſe Cauſes of Complaints, with their moſt 
direful Conſequences, conſiſtently with my Duty, I 
did immediately remove. But, alas! ſo far was 
I from receiving the Commendation of any one 
of the C——rs for what I did, that one of them 
expreſſed himſelf at the B—d, to an Officer _ 
whom they at that Time ſent for to conſult with 
about a Rack to be made, purpoſely for the foak- 
ing of Hoops, Twigs, &c. for the Uſe of the 
Cooperidge, in this extraordinary Manner: It is a 
Thing of no Signification, but we have got a 
new Officer, and he has a Mind to ſhew himſelf. 
But, with humble Submiſſion to this B—d, it 
is Martter of very great Concern to me, as it muſt 
be to every good Subject to his Majeſty, and 

ver 
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Lover of his Country, that a r of the 


Lives and Healths of his Majeſty's Sailors in 
general of no Signification. 

And I humbly appeal, and ſubmit it to the 
venerable Body of Phyſicians, whether Caſks 


ſeaſoned with ſtinking Water, wherein Hoops 
and Ozier Twigs are conſtantly ſoaked in great 


uantities, will not retain the bad Qualities of 


* ſuch putrified Water? And whether the Provi- 


fions therein contained will not be infected there- 
by? And whether, the Sailors being obliged to 


live on ſuch unwholeſome Diet, a general Di- 


ſtemper in the Fleet might not have been the 
direful Conſequence; and proved the Deſtruction 
of the Royal Navy, if I had not (as it was my 
indiſpenſable Duty to do) prevented it, as ſoon as 


it occurred to my Knowledge ? 


At the Time I entered my Office there were, 


by Computation, about forty Tons of old Iron 


Hoops, and a daily Increaſe made to them, by 


Returns from the Out-Ports, Men of War, and 


Tranſports. | . 

Upon examining thoſe Hoops, I found the 
greater Part of them might be fitly adapted for 
the Service, and therefore applied to the V—I- 
I—g-B—d that they would pleaſe to grant me 
proper Aſſiſtance to ſort and adapt thoſe Iron 
Hoops for Uſe; but was abſolutely refuſed, with 
this Anſwer, that there was an Order of the B—d 


that no Iron Hoops ſhould be cut up, but 


ſold whole as they were; and thereupon I ſoon 


received the B—d's Order, directed to me, to 


acquaint the B—d what old and unſerviceable 


Stores I had for Sale; my Anſwer was, I had 
noné. | ; g | 
Soon 
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Soon after I applied to the V—ll—-g-B-d 
again, ſetting forth the Neceſſity the Service was 
under to have thoſe old Iron Hoops properly 
ſorted; and adapted for Uſe, by which there 
would be a Saving to the Crown of ſeveral Hun- 
dreds Pounds per Am. but I was not regarded. 

Notwithſtanding, knowing that what I re- 
queſted would be a Benefit to the Crown, I did, 
by many Applications, prevail on the V—l|l—g- 
Bd; to grant me a Number of Men, to be 
employed by Piece-Work, to fort and adapt the 
Iron Hoops for Service, Theſs Men being em- 
ployed by the Great, I was enjoined, by the 

„to give a monthly Account of the Pro- 
duce of their Work ; and; by an Eſtimate laid 
before the V=l|l—g-B—d, from October 174.5 to 
the zoth of June 1946, there appeared a Ballance 
faved to the Crown (all Charges being deducted) 
of 1041/7, 15s. This Affair was proved ſo evi- 
dently to the V=I|—g-B—d, that not one 
ſingle Objection was ever made to it, and the 
Truth thereof they never queſtioned. 

All this, according to my Duty as an Officer 
under the Crown, I performed; ths I being an 
Officer not fit for ſome particular Purpoſes, ſome 
M—b—rs of the V=-]|—g-B—d thought fit to 

g contrive my Diſmiſſion: But, leſt I ſhould plead 
1 my Services as above, a preſent M—b—r of this 
B—d {who may be deemed great from his Stature 
only) very cunningly claimed the Projection of 
preparing and adapting Iron Hoops for Service 
as his own; leſt my frugal Management, of 
faving 10417. 155. in eight Months Time, in 
one Article only, ſhould be fo conſidered, by the 

Admiralty, as to eſtabliſh me in my Employ. 
3 But, with humble Submiſſion to that worthy 
4 Gentleman, I think he did concern himſelf in an 
ö C Affair 


10 


O—e; and I beg Leave to inform him of his 
Miſtake ; and, if it will be agreeable to him, I 
will allow him to be the Projector of the Iron Bot- 
toms to the Ovens, which, after Trial being 
made, and the Government put to ſcveral Hun- 
dred Pounds Charge, it was like * John Prodgers's 
Work, when it was done it would not do. But 
I ſhall never allow him the Credit of a Thing 
that belongs alone to myſelf, and which I, with 
ſo great Difficulty, obtained : And, what is more 
extraordinary, that very Gentleman did particu- 
larly oppoſe me 1n it; therefore I beg Leave to 
tell him, that, whatever Qualifications he may 
have to conſtitute him a Gentleman, he ſtill wants 
thoſe moſt neceſſary, —Honour, Generoſity, and 
n ny” 
Having a Warrant to. furniſh .the Swallow 
Sloop, dated the 3d of February, 1745-6, with 32 
Half-Hogſheads for Water, they were delivered 
from the Cooperidge on the 7th ; but the Cap- 


tain of the faid Sloop complaining to the V—1- 


I—g-B- d, by a Letter of the 21ſt, that he had 


not received them, I was ordered, by a C——r, 


to ſend 32 Half-Hogſheads more, which were 


delivered on the 22d: But the Hoytaker, into 
whoſe Care both Parcels were delivered, and 


* John Prodgers, a Carpenter, in Hampſbire; a Man of 
a weak Brain, yet had ſo high an Opinion of his own Abi- 
ities, that he would be — projecting; but his 
Selemes at all Times proved abortive, and his Work when 
done would not do. This Gentleman has an extraordinary 
Talent for Scheming : See his ſurprizing Invention for con- 
veying Heat into the Lofts of the King's Storehouſe, at the 
Redhouſe, Deptford, to keep the dry Proviſions from Damps, 
which did effectually; and, to the great Aſtoniſhment of all 
that beheld it, fo powerful was the Operation, that not the 
Teaſt Dampneſs, or any Moiſture whatſoever, could ever be 


diſcovered in thoſe Proviſions afterwards. 


Affair about Iron for the Uſe of the VI g- 


whoſe 
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whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is to ſend the Caſks on 
board the Ships they are intended for, denying 
that he ever received the firſt 32 Half Hogſheads, 
I was therefore required to prove the Delivery; 
which was clearly manifeſted to the V—Il—s- 
B—d by three Affidavits, viz. the two Perſons 
that loaded thoſe Caſks, and likewiſe the Carman, 


who evidently proved thoſe 32 Half. Hogſheads 


were delivered by him, at tlie Hariſborn Brew- 
houſe, on the 7th of February ; and likewiſe by 
the Report of the Clerk of the Hariſborn Brew- 
houſe to the V—Il—g-B—d, acknowledging 
the ſaid Caſks were. received there at the Time 
above-mentioned, Notwithſtanding ſo clear 2 
Proof, a C-——r told me at the B—d, in a very 
menacing Manner, that I had not ſufficiently 
proved the Delivery of thoſe Caſks, tho? ſworn 
to by three Affidavits, and confirmed by the 
Report of the Clerk of the Brewhouſe, as above. 
But, aſking that Gentleman's Pardon, fu 
poſe he was accuſed before a Court of Juſtice ti 


capital Crime, and the Charge againſt him 


proved by the Oaths of three credible Witneſſes, 
and ſupported and corroborated by the Teſtimony 
of a fourth Perſon, I'll venture to ſay, that, by 
the Laws of England, tho? the moſt lenitive 1n 
the World, he would be convicted on ſuch Evi- 
dence ; and the Criminal, if he had any Gene- 
roſity left, would acknowledge his Sentence tq 
be juſt, | 
But here are 32 Half-Hogſheads actually em- 
bezzled, for I could never know how they were 
diſpoſed of; and I have been roughly treated for 
doing my Duty, and making the ſtricteſt En- 


quiry I could, to find qut the Fraud. But, to 


uſe the Words of a certain C——r on the Oc- 


calion, Halt-Hogſheads are pretty handy Caſks, 
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and very fit for many Ne z I concur with 
that Gentleman, that Half-Hogſheads are pretty 
handy Caſks, and fit for many Purpoſes ; per- 
haps chey may look well in a Gentleman's Store- 
cellar, which. Places are ſacred, and a Sanctuary 
for every Thing that is repoſted therein: And, 

if an Officer ſhould be profane, and pry into thoſe 
Myſteries, I had almoſt faid of In. q ty, he may 


ſoon expect to hear the Thundering of Ana- 


thema's againſt him, abounding with malicious 
Invectives, Miſconſtructions, evil Intentions, and 
an unjuſt Suſpenſion ; followed by Miſrepreſen- 
tations, ſly and diſhonourable Inſinuations, falſe 
and ſcandalous Imputatians, and laſtly, by a 
Sort of Illuſion or Inchantment, even procure 
Diſmiſſian itſelf, not leſs terrible to a Man con- 
ſcious of having done his Duty, than the Tortures 
of an Inquiſition. 

Here ſtrict Juſtice requires me to make an 
Apology to thoſe worthy and honourable Gen- 
tlemen who have been appointed in the Com- 
miſſion ſince I have been diſmiſſed : And, there- 
fore, as thoſe Gentlemen could not know any 


Thing that I complain of, fo I hope that nothing 


I have faid, or ſhall ſay, will be underſtood or 
conſtrued to caſt the leaſt Imputation of Blame 


on any of thoſe worthy Gentlemen. All that I 


crave of them is, that they'll guard their Minds 


: againſt Prepoſſeſſion z and requeſt that they'll fo 


conſider my Cafe, as they may thereby form a 
true Judgment between me and their Prede- 
ceſſors; whether, conſiſtentiy with their Duty as 
Servants to the Crown, in their unaccountable 
Proceedings againſt me, they have executed 

Juſtice? 
There are but two Members of this preſent 
B—d who were in the former C——n ; one of 
| whom, 
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9 
whom, in Conjunction «with a very ſurpring 
Man, lately removed to the N—y, have, by 
their very extraordinary Conduct towards me, 
clearly demonſtrated how juſt and equitable their 
Proceedings were; and they are Perſons of ſuch 
practical Knowledge, that my Words need no 
Explanation, for I know they would underſtand ' 
me, tho* my whole Diſcourſe were Allegories. 

The following Section will ſhew whether cer- 
tain Perſons, then in the C——n, have acted ac- 
cording to that great Truſt repoſed in them, and 
have carefully and frugally diſpoſed of the Public 
Money, conformgble to their Duty as Servants to 
the Crown ? 

On the 22d of November, 1745, I received a 
Warrant, from the Clerk of the Iſſues, to furniſh 
the Stores at Portſmouth with 1000 Bundles of 
Iron Hoops, Part of which was ſent, by the 
Pennington Sloop, the 4th of December, and 
Part by the Gilleery, the 14th of February, 
following. There were, in the Interval of Time 


between February and April, four other Veſſels 


loaded from the V—ll—g-Q—e to Portſmouth 3 
but, the Hoytaker neglecting to ſend any Iron 
Hoops by thoſe Veſſels, the Service at Portſmouth 
being, by ſuch Remiſſneſs and Neglect, in great 
Want, I received the B—d's Orders to ſend a 
Supply by Land Carriage; and I accordingly 
loaded five Waggons with Iron Hoops, contain- 
ing upwards of 14 Tons Weight, for Portſmouth, 
which was attended with a very extraordinary 
Charge to the Crown; and which Expence might 
have been prevented, had the Hoytaker done his 


Duty, and fent them by Water, as he had no 


les than four Opportunities ſo to do; the Freight 
by Water being but 11s. and the Carriage by 
Land was 52. per Ton: And, notwithſtanding 
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9 
the Complaint coming to the B—d from Por!/- 
mouth, ſignifying the Diſtreſs the Service was in 
for Want of Iron Hoops, and the flagrant, ſelf- 
evident Remiſſneſs, and wilful Neglect of the 
Hoytaker, I never heard that there was the leaſt 
Blame imputed to him, and his Miſconduct was 
vindicated bygghe C r of the Branch. But, 
on the Contrary, upon a Maſter of a Veſſel that 
was loading, at the V=l|—g-O—e Wharf for 
Portſmouth, applying to me to know if I had any 
Iron Hoops to ſend to that Place, I acquainted 
him that there were upwards of 400 Bundles to go, 
and promiſed to ſend them on board, and, ac- 
cordingly, they were immediately ſent ; but this 
very extraordinary Man, the Hoytaker, inſtead 
of forwarding the Service, and preventing, as 
much as in him lay, for the future, an unneceſſary 
Expence to the Crown, which, by his wilful 
Neglect, he had before occaſioned, ordered the 
Wharf Gates to be ſhut, and would not ſuffer 
the Cart to draw in, aying, that no Iron Hoops 
' ſhould be put on board the Veſſel ; but as I was 
Maſter. Cooper of the VII g. Oe, and 
knowing that what I was doing was for the Good 
and Benefit of the Service, I inſiſted that thoſe 
Iron Hoops boulf be put on board, and accord- 
ingly they were; but 1 ſoon had an Order to at- 
tend the B—d for it, where I was ſeverely repri- 
manded for what I had done, and threatened 
with Diſmiſſion for doing my Duty. I beg 
Leave to- remind thoſe Gentlemen who were in 
the former CH n, that I offered to prove there 


had been Money given, by the Maſter of the 
above-mentioned Veſſel, to the Hoytaker, for 
his former Freight; but that being thought not 
enough was the Reaſon, when this Veſſel was to 
be loaded again, that he ſa firopgly oppoſed me 
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in. che Execution of my Duty. Perhaps it may 


have ſlipt thoſe Gentlemen's Memory; therefore 
I refer * them to my written Anſwer to the 
B—4's Reference upon that Occaſion, in April, 
1745. But, as I was told by à certain furious 


Gentleman at the B—d (who, at all Times, hath 


diſcovered more Rage than Reaſon, or a Capacity 
of forming a true Judgment of any- Thing) that 
I had interfered in the  Hoytaker's Branch, and 
that it was none of my Buſineſs to concern my- 
ſelf about thoſe Iron Hoops; I therefore crave 
that Gentleman's Pardon, and do aſſert, that it 
did concern me in a very particular Manner, be- 
cauſe all Warrants made out by the Clerk of the 
Iſſues, for all Stores whatſoever, are directed to 
the reſpective Storekeepers; and, N it relates to 
the Cooperidge, then the Warrant is directed to 
the Maſter Cooper, who is to furniſh the Stores 


contained in that Warrant; and, tho' ſuch War- 


rants are directed to the Storekeeper only, they 
paſs through the Hoytaker's Office, who takes a 
Copy thereof in his Book, becauſe he ſhould be 
acquainted with every Thing that is ordered on 
ſuch Warrants, for this Reaſon, that he may not 
plead Ignorance thereof: And it is his indiſpenſable 
Duty to acquaint: the Maſter Cooper, when 
there is any Veſſel loading at the Wharf for ſuch 
Ports as he knows there are Stores ordered for, 
and to ſlip no Opportunity of ſending them by 
the firſt Veſſel, without any mercenary Views 


* See the Anſwer to the Reference, which terrified the 
Hoytaker ſo much, that he applied to an old Woman that 
keeps a Public Houſe near the Tower ; who addreſſed a 
very worthy and eminent Brewer (a known Friend of the 
Author*s) in the Hoytaker's Behalf, leſt his Conduct ſhould 
be laid before the Admiralty ; and, to oblige ſo worthy a 
Gentleman, the Author deſiſted from his Intention, 


whatloever : 


( 16 ) 
whatſoever : And therefore, as the Hoytaker had 
been guilty of a Breach of Duty, by. which the 
Service had ſuffered very much, it was incumbent 


on me, as the Storekeeper that was to futniſh 


ſuch Stores, to ſee and inſiſt that thoſe Iron 
Hoops were put on board the firſt Veſſel, that 
the King's Buſineſs might be no longer retarded, 
or detrimented, Se, 17 
There may ſometimes be Omiſſions of Duty, 
which, as they may be circumſtanced, will ad- 
mit of Excuſe; but the Hoytaker is altogether 
inexcuſable; for, had he regarded the Intereſt of 
the Service, he would have put Iron Hoops on 
board of every Veſſel that loaded for Port/mouth; 
fo long as there. were any due on Warrant; be- 
cauſe ſtrair Iron Hoops are very good Ballaſt; 
therefore laid in the Bottom of the Veſſel; and 
ate no Hindetance to the Stowage of other 


| Goods. Nor can the r of the Hoytaker's 
Branch fay j he was ignorant that any Veſſels were 


loading, at the V—l|-=g- O—e Wharf, for Por!/- 
mouth; between February and April, becauſe there 
is no Veſſt] loaded with the King's Stores but he 
is acquainted, not only with the Contents of her 
Cargo, but alſo where ſhe is conſigned to; and 
therefore muſt know that his Officer had ſeveral 
Opportunities to ſend thoſe Iron Hoops; and, as 
they were not ſent, it was wilful Neglect in the 


Hoytaker, and the Service was very much hin- 


dered thereby; and therefore he could not gain 


any Credit by juſtifying his Officer's Faults; the 
Conſequence of which being a manifeſt Loſs to 


the Crown, as well as a great Obſtruftion to the 


Service. | | "oY 
And if ſome certain Perſons in Power had 
ted conſiſtently with their Duty as Servants to 


the Crown, and had been as careful to puniſh 
one 
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one Officer far his wilful Neglect of Duty, by 
which the Service was not only retarded, but the 
Government put to an unneceflary and extra- 
ordinary Expence, of near 70 /. to ſend an im- 


Lag Supply, as they were diligent to procure 
the Diſmiſſion of another Officer for doing his 
Duty (as it evidently appears, throughout the 
whole Courſe of his Employ, that he acted 


becoming the Duty of a good Subject to his Mas 
_ zeſty, a faithful Servant, and an honeſt Man) 


they would by the former very juſtly have ac- 
quired Credit, Reputation, and Eſteem, whereas 
by the latter they have covered themſelves with 
Infamy, Shame, and Contempt. 

That my whole Study hath been to promote 
the Good _ his Majeſty's Service, and that 


many Benefits have accrued to the Navy in general 


thereby, is tao notariqus to-admit of a Queſtion : 
That I have conſtantly preferred the general 
Good of the Service to all other Conſiderations 
whatſoever, hath been ſufficiently - demonſtrated 


by the Effects; and much more I would have 


done, but, unhappily for me (and no Bleſſing 
to the Service) I was under ſome Perſons that 
ruled with a defpotic and arbitrary Controul, 
whoſe Will was abſolute (tho* frequently at- 
tended with no great Benefit to the Crown) whoſe 
Diſpoſitions will puzzle the decpeſt Philoſophy to 
find any Good in — and whoſe Judgment is 
imperceptible and abſtruſe, and as hard to be 
diſcovered as their Juſtice! Men who calt Evil 
Good, and Good Evil! that 7 Darknels for 
Light, and Light for Darkneſs! Men who have 
condemned the Innocent, becauſe he , hath been 
faithful in the Diſcharge of the Duties of his 
Truſt! and have endeavoured, by all the little 

D Tricks 
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T cke and artful Evaſions . were capable of, 
to ſcreen. and protect the Guilty ! 

Which leads me to conſider, whether my Pre- | 
deceſſor deſerves the Title of a good Officer; for, 
upon my Admiſſion into my Office, I thought gy 
incumbent on me to pay my Duty to the C 
preſent, there being but one at that Time in the 
V—Il—-g-O—e; I waited on him, and accoſted 
him in the following Manner: Sir, the Lords 
*© of the Admiralty have appointed me Maſter 
Cooper of the V—I|—g-O—e, and I am 
come to pay my humble Duty to your Honour. 
I aſſure you, Sir, the Good of the Service 
«© ſhall be the Study of my Life, and hope to 
«© deſerve your Honour*s Favour.” But I was 
anſwered by that C——r, with an. Air of Sur- 
prize, Have they appointed you? Well! we 
„never had a better Officer than the laſt.” 

How far this Officer may be deemed a good 
one will appear by the various Crimes he was 
charged with ; and it might have been lucky for 
him if thoſe Accuſations were not proved by the 
Oaths of ſeveral credible Witneſſes; he might 
then (with a more colourable Pretence ) have 
paſſed for a good Officer, and an honeſt Man ; 
but, on the Contrary, he was not charged with 
one ſingle Fact but what was clearly proved; 
and, after a moſt equitable and candid Trial, 
before the Lords of the Admiralty, was, by their 
Lordſhips, convicted, and diſmiſſed the Service 
with the greateſt Indignation, as a very bad 
Officer; and a Stigma fixed upon him, never to 
be employed in the Service, in ay Capacity 
whatſoever, any more, | 
That your Honours may the better form a 
Ju adgment of the good Services of this moſt ex- 

cellent 
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* Man! I ſhall lay before you a Narrative 
of the Facts laid to his 9 all which were 
proved by Affidavits. 

Meſſrs. Brett and Negus depoſed, that they 


went to the V—l|l—g-O—e to contract with the 


C -rs for Flags; that the Maſter Cooper 
aſked them what Price they intended to fell Flags 
for, and they faid 14d. per Bolt; his Anſwer to 
them was, ſet the Pie at 15. 9d. per Bolt, and 
I will go to the C— rs, = tell them I have 
been over the Town and cannot get them under; 
and accordingly he did acquaint the B--d with - 
that Fallacy, whereupon the B—d impowered 
the ſaid Maſter Cooper to agree for thoſe Flags 
as well as he could. And they further made 
Oath and faid, that, while it was yet in the ſaid 
Maſter Cooper's Power to ratify and confirm to 
them the ſaid Contract or not, he came to the 
Deponents, and aſked them whether they would 
relign the Contract to a certain Perſon in Fap- 
piug; but, upon their Refuſal (this very good 
Officer!) took Occaſion to tell them, that the ſaid 
Perſon offered him 15 Guineas if he would pro- 
cure him that Contract; and therefore now, ſaid 
he, let me ſee how generous you'll be. And 
they further made Oath and faid, that, in Con- 
ſideration that the ſaid Maſter Cooper did aſſure 
them he would, if poſſible, permit them to ſend 
into the Office 3000 Bolts, whereas their Agree- 
ment was only for 2000, they did promiſe him 
10 Guineas; whereupon the ſaid Maſter Cooper 
told them, they need not grudge to give 10 
Guineas to get 40. 

Another Charge againſt this extraordinary 
Officer! was relating to a Contract to furniſh 
the dan Oe with 10,000 Hamburgh Pipe 

D 2 Staves. 


( 2 ) 
Staves. This Agreement being made with the 
Comms bya Friend of my eceſſor's, he, 
the ſaid Maſter Cooper, went to the Timber 
Merchant's, and bought thoſe Staves; but, in- 
ſtead of ordering them to be landed at the V—1- 
1--g - O—-e Wharf, they were, by the ſaid 
Maſter Cooper, directed to be landed at a 
Cooper's Yard in Southwark ; where he came, 
bringing weh him ſix Labourers from the V—l- 
Ig. Ge, whom he directed to ſort thofe 
Staves ; and the beſt and broadeſt of thoſe Staves 
being by them picked out (by his Direction) and 
put into a Warehouſe belonging to the above- 
mentioned Cooper, the others being reduced tp 
the Standard, which is four Inches broad, clear 
of Sap, were ſent to the y- g. Oe. By 


which cunning Practice of that good Officer, it is 


evident there was a manifeſt Loſs to the Crown 


of more than one Third of the Value of all the 


Staves that were ſent into the Office 6n the above- 


faid Contract; for, according to the common 


Run of Pipe Staves, thoſe that were picked out 


muſt be from ſix to ſeyen, eight, or nine Inches 
broad, Sap incluſiye. 


The next Crime this ſurprizing Man was 
charged with, was relating to a Sale of old Iron, 
which was poſitively proved by two Affidavits, 
and corroborated by a Third: That, by the 
Order and Direction of the aboveſaid Maſter 
9 of the V—I—g-O—e, there were as 


many Bundles of new and ſerviceable Iron Hoops 


cut to Pieces, and ſold for old Iron, as amounted 
to 300 l. Damage to the Crown. 

All the ſeveral Affidavits, ving the above 
recited Facts, were tranſmitted to the V—Ill-g- 
B. -d! And the ſeveral Charges againſt che 2210 
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Maſter Copper were ſubſiſting above twelve 


Months before the C———r7s! Yet, ſo blind 
were they to his Faults, thar they would not 
judge him criminal. And although it was clearly 
proved, with reſpect to his public Character as 
an Officer under the Crown, that his Conduct 
had been exceeding bad, and contrary to the In- 
tereſt of the Service, yet, ſo prevailing was the 
Conſideration of his being an Officer (whom they 
had experienced) to be very fit for ſome private 
and particular Purpoſes! probably it is, thoſe 
worthy Gentlemen Fn their great Wiſdom) con- 
cluded it might not conſiſt with their Intereſt to 


ſuſpend him, and therefore endeavoured to ſcreen 


and protect him as well as they could. 

But this Man's Crimes were of too black a 
Nature to be ſlightly paſſed over by a Right 
Honourable Board of Admiralty! And therefore, 
after a moſt judicious and candid Hearing before 
their Lordſhips, this good Officer! this moſt 
excellent Maſter Cooper of his Majeſty's V=l- 
l—g-O—e! was juſtly convicted of the Facts 


laid to his Charge, and therefore was according- 


ly diſmiſſed as unworthy any Employ in the 
Service, | 

But with what Surprize and Aſtoniſhment muſt 
the Mind of every judicious Man be filled, when, 
after ſo clear a Conviction before ſuch truly noble 
and impartial] Judges, the ſagacious and penetra- 
ting Gentleman above-mentioned ſhould preſume 
even to arraign the Judgment of their Lord- 
ſhips, by juſtifying the Convict! And, notwith- 
ſanding a long Chain of Crimes of the blackeſt 
Nature, thould pronounce him a good Officer! 
That worthy Gentleman would do well to ex- 
plain himſelf to the Public, wherein his 


dhe 


( 22 ) 
Offices conſiſted, and wherein any Benefit ac 
crued to the Crown thereby; and then, it is not 
to be doubted, both he and his Officer will meet 
with a juſt and ſuitable Reward according to 
their Merit. r 
Thus have I given a brief Account of the 
ſeveral Facts that were alledged, and proved, a- 
gainſt this very extraordinary Officer; by which 4 
it clearly appears that his Diſpoſitions and Morals 
were bad, and indeed, according to the Evi- 
dence, his whole Practice was bad, and conſe- 
quently he muſt be a very bad Man. Yet, not- 
withſtanding thoſe clear and evident Proofs, $ 
ſeveral Perſons in Power at that Time endea- 
voured, a whole Year together, to waſh off that 
dark Colour with which he was tinged, and hide 
his Deformity, by gloſſing him over with Co- 
lours that might make him appear quite different « 
to what he really was; but it was Labour in vain, 
_ tho? they laboured hard at it, for no Artifice 
they could uſe would make the Ethiopian white. 
To plead the Cauſe of the injured and oppreſſed 
Man, to defend and juſtify accuſed Innocence, 
are Acts ſo truly laudable in themſelves, and fo 
worthy the Imitation of all Mankind, that the 
more any Perſons are dignified with Honour and 
Power, the more indiſpenſable is their Duty to 
patronize Virtue. And, as ſuch Diſpoſitions pro- 
ceed from a Nobleneſs and Generoſity of Soul 
innate in themſelves, ſo have thoſe truly worthy 
Perſons ſuch Returns of inward Satisfaction and 
Conſolation, upon ſuch Occaſions, as none but 
the juſt and generous Man knows, or can 
know. fy 
It is therefore neceſſary, that thoſe Gentlemen, 
that ſignalized themſelves in the Defence of fo 
bad a Man, 'ſhould (with reſpect to their own | 
| Repu- | 
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23 
Reputation) ſignify ſome particular Ac of his 
(conſiſtently with Juſtice and the Duties of his 
Office) that induced them ſo ſtrenuouſly to eſpouſe 
his Cauſe; but this they never have once at- 
tempted (I ſuppoſe from a Conſciouſneſs of the 
Impoſſibility of it) yet have they put the greateſt 
Encomiums upon him that can be due only to 


the beſt of Officers. 


I acknowledge that my Conduct, through the 
whole Courſe of my Employ, hath been directly 
reverſe to that of my Predeceſſor's; and there- 
fore it is not to be wondered at, that thoſe very 
ſame Gentlemen ſhould fo afſiduouſly procure my 
Diſmiſſion, as a bad Officer; and, that they 


might make ſure Work of it, perſecuted me fo 


Goody, that they condemned me without fo 
much as exhibiting a Charge againſt me; and 
and unheard, and unexamined, I was, by Order 
of the V—Ill—g B—d, called up, November 28, 
1746, only to hear my Sentence af Suſpenſion 
read 

Surely ſuch injurious Treatment! ſuch cruel 
Oppreſlion! ſuch mercileſs Perſecution! of an 
Officer who hath been known faithfully to diſ- 
charge the Duties of his Truſt, and: whoſe whole 
Study hath been the Good of the Service, will 
plead an Excuſe for me, tho? I ſhould arraign 
the Juſtice of that B— d, which will even make 
a Spaniſh Inquiſitor bluſh at their Proceedings ! 

I therefore appeal to thoſe Gentlemen that 
compoſed the former B—d, even to their own 
Conſciences; and, as an 1 to that 
equitable Tribunal, hope I may be permitted to 
aſx the following Qu = 1 tet VIZ. 

Fit, When, dr it could ever be proved, by 
any Informations they received againſt me, or 
any 


any Obſervations that have occurred to their own m 
Knowledge, that I have ever, either by any 
Remiſſneſs, Careleſſneſs, or wilful Neglect of 
Duty, done one ſingle Act that might retard, or 

detriment, his Majeſty's Service? OT 

Secondly, Whether they (according to their 
Knowledge) were not conſcious to themſelves 
that I exerted my Abilities for the Good of the 
Service not only by my frugal Management, 
and giving the moſt diligent and neceſſary Diſ- 
patch to the Buſineſs of the Service, (by which 
I faved the Government many hundred Pounds a 
Year) but likewiſe that I have, by regulating the 
Practices of my Predeceſſor, been conducive to 
the Preſervation of the Lives and Healths of the 
Sailors employed in the Royal Navy in general ? 

Thirdly, Whether my refuſing to be concern- 
ed in the Embezzlement of his Majeſty's Stores, 
and afſiduoufly endeavouring to diſcover Frauds, 
that were committed in my Branch, and which 
peculiarly belonged to me to enquire into, and 
therefore was my indiſpenſable Duty to take 
Notice of, were not deemed, by ſome of my 
Superiors, principal Faults ? 

Fourthly, J afk ſome of thoſe worthy Gentle- 
men, whether they did not conſpire againſt me, 
and dictate and direct the Writing of two ano- 
nymous Letters to the Board, that they might 
have ſomething to accuſe me of; tho? their 
Sycophants, ſo employ*d, dare not appear to 
prove what they had (by their Encouragement) 
Impudence enough to aſſert in thoſe Letters? 

Fifthly, Whether thoſe anonymous Letters 
were not read at the V—Il—g-B—d as Evi- 
dences againſt me, tho* no Perſon ever attempt- 
ed to prove any Thing therein alledged ? 


Sixthly, 
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. Sixthly, Whether I ever had any Charge ex- 
hibited by the V—Il—g-B—d againſt me, or 
any Reference relating to any Thing 1 was ac- 
cuſed of, that I might make a Defence, tho? 
I had the B—d's Promiſe I ſhould have in a 
proper Time ? « | 

Seventhly, Whether the V—I|—g-B—d have 
not contrived and procured my Diſmiſſion, with- 
out being once heard or examined relating to 
any one Thing I was accuſed of ? 

Eighthly, Whether the Good: of the Service 
was the Motive that induced ſome M——s of 
the B—d to diſplace me? Or, for ſome private 
Reaſons, they thought fit to remove an Officer 
out of their Way, that had Reſolution enough 
to do nothing but what was conſiſtent with the 
Duty of his Office ? 

Ninth, Whether my Care and Diligence 
for the Good of his Majeſty's Service was not 
conſpicuous to the V—Il—g-B—d, by the great 
Numbers of Caſks I return*d to the Contractors, 
as unfit for Service; as it appeared to the 
Board, by an Account from the Clerk of the 
Cheque, that, in about eleven Months Time, 
while the Contracts with the Town Coopers 
were ſubſiſting, no leſs than fifteen hundred 
and ninety one Caſks were return'd: And it is 
no leſs notorious, that ſo great a Number never 
had been return'd, in ſeven Years before, by any 
of my Predeceſſors? 

Tenthly, I aſk thoſe judicious Gentlemen, whe- 
ther upwards of one hundred and fifty Tight 
Punchions, ſeven hundred Rogſheads, and all 
the Barrels and Half-Hogſheads that were found 
in the Office upon the Survey (when they ſo art- 


fully contrived my Suſpenſion) were not in the 
| E Office 


Office before my Admiſſion as an Officer? fas 
hath been made appear by Affidavits.) And 
whether the Reception of thoſe - Caſks was not 
imputed to me and made the Article, of my 
Suſpenſion, although they were received by my 
Predeceſſor long before I was empurn in his 
Majeſty's Service? 

Eleventhiy and laſtly, Whether the whole Pro- 
ceeding of the V—ll—g-B—d againſt me 
(which was carried on with ſuch Secrecy that I 
never had any Opportunity to make a Defence) 
was not the oy of Prepoſſeſſion and Pre- 
judice, without the leaſt = rear had to or 
Good of his Majeſty's Service? 

But, alas! where will my Injuries drive me 
to ſeek Redreſs? Or, why. ſhould 1 appeal ta 
the Conſciences of unjuſt Men! who have been 
wickedly diſpoſed to ſtudy and contrive my 
Ruin? Will ſuch Men fet up a Court of Judi- 
cature in their own Breaſts? Will they ſuffer 
their Conſcience to fit as Preſident — Will 
they acknowledge the Convictions thereof ? Or 
can I expect they will be candid enough to 
confeſs they have wrong'd me, and endeavour 
to make Reſtitution for the Damage? — No! 
Commom Experience and the Knowledge I 
have of Mankind tell me that ſuch an Ex- 

ation 1s vain. 

I therefore (as my Credit and Reputation 
is as dear to me as my Life) demand a Trial 
in a Court of Juſtice, by a Jury of my Equals ; 
for, if I have deſerved Diſmiſſian, I have then 
merited a much greater Puniſhment. And, as 
an Engliſbman, and an Qfficer under the Crown, 
I do, in my Right, inſiſt upon having a fair 
and equitable Trial, for the better — 
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certain worthy Gentleman in the C 
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and Satisfaction of his Majeſty, to whom I have 
been x good Subject and a faithful Servant; 
that thereby the Lords of the Admiralty may 
be convinced how groſly I have been miſrepre- 
ſented to them; and, laſtly, for the Satisfaction 
of all the good People of England, particularly 
the Sailors employ'd in the Royal Navy, who 
have been much injured by my Diſmiſſion. 

Shall the Maſter Cooper of his Majeſty's 
VII- g- Oe fall a Victim to the Spleen and 
Malice of his Enemies, for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe he hath been an honeſt Man, and 
hath faithfully diſcharged the Duties of his 
Truſt, and hath (notwithſtanding contrary In- 


junctions) had Reſolution enough to be virtuous ? 


Shall an Officer of ſuch Moment, on whoſe 
Conduct the Preſervation and Well-being of his 
Majeſty's Navy in a great Meaſure depends, 
be ſuſpended and diſmiſſed without fo much as 
a Charge exhibited! againſt him, or without be- 
ing ever once heard or examined, relating to 
any Thing he might be accuſed of ? This is 
ſuch an oppreſſive Cruelty ! ſuch an unparallel'd 
Barbarity ! that all the Records of his Majeſty*s 
V—I—-g-O—e cannot furniſh a like Precedent ; 
and, were it poſſible to find a Man preſumptu- 
ous enough to plead an Excuſe for a Proceed- 
ing of that Kind, all that could be faid would 
be fo far from juſtifying, or making it lefs cri- 
minal, that it muſt aggravate the Guilt. | 
I cannot conclude without doing Juſtice to a 
n, who 
was at that Time over the Cooperidge ; the Man- 
ner in which he was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf to 
me, the very Day I was diſmiſſed, is a clear In- 
dication that his Concurrence therein was with 
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Service, when they ſo aſſiduouſiy 
Diſmiſſion of an Officer whoſe Probity they were 
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the greateſt Reluctance, viz. Mr. Moore, I 
believe you to be a good Man, a Man of 
8 Senſe, and one that 4 your Buſineſs well; 
and I am forry to part with you.?* I therefore 
call upon Mr. Ie and challenge him, upon 
his Honour, whether he did not expreſs himſelf to 
me in thoſe Terms? And furely thoſe Gentlemen 
could not regard the Intereſt Hh his Majeſty's 


convinced of, and whoſe Abilities to ſerve the 
Government they are obliged to acknowledge ? 


Alas! my Capacity and Diſpoſition to be 
ſerviceable and beneficial to the Crown were too 


- unfaſhionable to be conſidered by thoſe Gentle- 


men it was ſufficient that I ſtood in their Way, 
and therefore mult be removed, — for no other 


Reaſon, but that Room might be made for a more 


docible Creature, that would be exactly ſuitable 
and conformable to their own Diſpoſitions. 

And a very juſt Concluſion may be drawn from 
many Occurrences, that my Succeſſor, as well 
as my Predecefſor, meets with the fame Ap 
bation; and hath (from the great Man . — 
mentioned) merited the Title of a good Officer. 
Having finiſhed my Caſe, I hope the Gentle- 
men to whom it is addreſſed will not deem it any 


Exaggeration, if I call it a hard Caſe, as it con- 


tains nothing but certain and undeniable Facts. 
Abd I challenge and defy all the bad Men, of 
what Rank or Degree ſoever, that were employed 
during the Time I was in Office; or are yet re- 


tained in the Service of his Majeſty's V—I! 
to contradict and refute one Syllable of what 
have wrote. 
And I am ready at any Time (when called. 
_ by proper Autharity) to vindicate my 
| Reputation 


es the 


1 
Reputation, againſt any the Malice of 
my Enemies can ſuggeſt ; and juſtify my Con- 
duct (even before the moſt Auguſt Adembly) 
throughout the whole Cqurſe of my Employ in 
his Majelty?s Service. | 


Char les Moor 4 , 


P. S. I have much more to fay ; but, as it 
does not relate to this particular Caſe, I intend it 
for the Subject of another Diſcourſe. 


